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Hazen Drama Advances to New England Festival 
 
 
The Hazen Union Drama club production of “Donkey and the Loaf Dogs: The Early Years” has 
been on an incredible high since advancing to the State Drama festival in Brandon last weekend, 
March 27-28.  After hosting the regional festival at Hazen, which featured one act plays 
performed by students from St. Johnsbury Academy, Mill River High School, BFA St. Albans, 
and Rivendell, Hazen was chosen to advance to the state festival, along with BFA St. Albans.  
Hazen’s play was written by members of the drama club, which makes the honor that much more 
exciting.  At the performance in the state festival they received a standing ovation and were 
chosen, along with Hartford High School, to perform at the New England festival in Storrs, 
Connecticut on April 18, 19, and 20.  Students will be planning another performance before they 
leave if community members have not had an opportunity to see the play.  It is a comedy 

centered around the 
trials of having a 
band and the quest 
for recognition.  
Fundraising efforts 
are underway to 
finance the trip and 
donations are 
welcome.  For 
information on dates 
of the next local 
performances, 
please call Hazen 
Union School, ext. 
117 for a message 
from the drama club 
advisor, Marc 
Considine. 
 
 

Andy Gagnon, Jonathan Besett, Jonathan Flood, and Billy Vasiliadis are 
Members of the band in Hazen’s production of “Donkey and the Loaf Dogs”.     
 
 



Dear Hazen Union Community: 
 
Welcome to spring! We have great news and accolades to bestow upon our wildcat community! Again, 
this year, Hazen Union met AYP in all categories! Everyone works hard each day and we are proud to see 
the fruits of our labors being reflected in this recognition! I would also like to congratulate Coach Hill and 
the Boys’ Basketball Team who won the Division III state championship.  More accolades go out to our 
drama club who will be traveling to a state championship competition in Rutland with Mr. Considine.  As 
you can see, Hazen is, indeed, on the move; congratulations to one and all for a job well done! 
 
At Hazen Union School, our goal is to become the Model Rural School in Vermont.  While we strive to 
achieve this goal, we also continue to improve our course offerings to provide a 21st Century education 
for our students.  To that end, the Guidance Department has been busy visiting classes and explaining the 
registration process and the new offerings to our students.  For next year, we are offering a semester 
course in Economics and a course in Pre-Engineering/Robotics.  Eighth graders will have the opportunity 
to take the first year of French, Spanish, or Latin.  For a small amount of seniors, we are creating a new 
class where students will create a digital portfolio of how they met the “ends” over the past four years.  
Since this is a pilot class, students will be required to create a digital portfolio, critique the program, and 
present their work to the school board next spring.  If your rising senior is interested, please have him/her 
contact Ms. Donlon. 
 
Summer school will have a new look this year at Hazen as we are offering a class in Simms IV for credit 
and a special 21st century focus addressing specific literacy and mathematical skills for rising 7th graders,  
providing budget approval by the voters.  The 7th grade program will be three weeks in duration while the 
Simms IV course will be an intensive four week course.  Offering this course for credit will provide more 
opportunities for our students who wish to move more quickly or take more mathematics courses.  As we 
provide more rigor that colleges seek in potential students, we are looking at the possibility of adding a 
BC Calculus class to our AP offerings in the future. 
 
The 2009 Annual Report will soon be in the mail.  NECAP results as well as future plans for Hazen 
Union School are addressed in this document.  We are pleased to announce that the proposed budget is 
1.04% below last year’s budget.  Everyone has worked very hard on this budget and we ask for your 
continued support.  Please spend time reviewing the 2009 Annual Report and plan to attend the budget 
informational meeting on Wednesday, April 22, 2009. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Sarah Keener who became the long-term substitute teacher 
for Angela Bauer’s seventh grade language arts classes at the beginning of second semester.  Being a 
long-term substitute is a difficult task but coming in during the middle of the year demands even more 
relationship building, tenacity, and professionalism.  Ms. Keener performed in a seamless and gracious 
manner and we will certainly miss her!  Thanks, Ms. Keener, for your dedication to our students and 
community and we wish you the very best in your career endeavors! 
 
Please remember that parent/teacher conferences will be held on Thursday, April 9.  Please call the school and 
schedule your conferences with my Administrative Assistant, Mrs. Quinn.  She can be reached at 802-472-6511, 
extension 5.  Both April 9 and 10 will be early dismissal days; students will be dismissed at 12:30 pm. 
 
Best wishes for a wonderful spring! 
 
Elaine F. Laine, Ph.D. 
Principal 
 



Cell Phone Policy 
 
Dear Students and Parents, 
 
As you may know, on the first day of school students were asked to provide input to the faculty 
and administration about cell phone use at Hazen.  A faculty committee drafted a set of cell 
phone rules that has been approved by the Hazen faculty and administration.  Please see the 
statement below: 
 
Students may not use cell phones, have them turned on or have them in evidence during the 
entire student day from 7:50am-2:34pm (2:32 on Wednesday and Thursdays). 

 
Cell phones in evidence at any other time will be confiscated by the teacher who observes the 
phone.  The teacher will give the phone to an administrator who will return the phone to the 
student at the end of the day.  If a second offense occurs, a school administrator will call a 
student’s parent to come in to pick up the phone. 
 
National Honor Society students and seniors approved for privileges have cell phone privileges 
in addition to their other privileges.  These have been negotiated with the administration, and are 
specific to NHS members and seniors. 
 
The procedure for emergency/special cases is that a parent needs to write a note documenting a 
special need (family medical situation) to request that a student be allowed to use their cell phone 
on a specific day.  Administrators would grant that permission in writing and students would 
carry a pass.  Most emergencies, however, should be handled by the parent’s calling the office 
and the office would contact the student. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 472-6511 ext.113. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David K. Manning 
Associate Principal 
 

Fritaly Super Bingo Fundraiser Scheduled 
 
The Fritaly Group is having a SUPER BINGO on Sunday, April 19th at the Saint Norbert Parish 
Hall in Hardwick. Doors open at 10:30. Tickets are available from French/Latin students or by 
calling Helen Willey at 472-6511 or 472-6032. Tickets cost $25.00 and a total of $2,000 will be 
given away as prize money. Lunch will be available. Please join us! 
 
 



Library News 
�
     Author Mark Freeman spoke with middle school students and teachers on Monday, March 23.  
Mr. Freeman discussed his recently published fantasy novel, The Kindling of Greenfyr, and his 
work as a wildlife biologist.  He read a few excerpts from the book, spoke about the writing 
process, and answered a variety of thoughtful questions posed to him by students and adults. 
Students were particularly impressed when he shared his stories about working with grizzly 
bears!   
     Two high school classes, nonfiction writing and media, are conducting research on a variety 
of topics.  They have spent time reviewing web page evaluation and how to use library web page 
resources to access their information.  It is a valuable process/skill which they will continue to 
use throughout their lives. 
     Middle schoolers who have read five or more DCF books this year will soon have an 
opportunity to vote for their favorite one.  I hope to take some students 
who have been active participants in the program to hear the award winning author speak, an 
event which usually occurs in late May or early June.  More on  
this as information comes in. 
     New books are always coming in!  Do stop by to say hello and to see materials recently added 
to our ever-growing collection! 
 
Judy Henchel 
 

Physical Education 
 
Fitness Competition: 
Each May Hazen sends a team of middle schoolers to UVM to compete in the Vermont Middle 
School Fitness Competition. We choose 6 boys and 6 girls based on the most recent President’s 
Challenge fitness results. Congratulations to the following qualifiers to this year’s team: Chelsea 
Jerome, Kate LeBeau, Ashley Brown, Alyssa Whitney, Haley Neill, Tyler Wright, Walker 
McAllister, Sam Kish, Ian Beall, Ian Hislop, Graidy Schaefer, and Eric Worden. This event takes 
place Friday May 8. Parents of participating students will receive an informational letter before 
the competition.  
Have A Heart:  
Thank you to all who participated in our fundraiser benefiting the American Heart Association. 
And special thanks to Carol Brochu, Kaitlyn Forant, and Matt LaRose for their help increasing 
sales!  
Exercise levels decline: 
The Journal of the AMA reports that as children in the U.S. age they get less exercise on a 
regular basis. In the study, a typical 9-year-old (wearing an exercise monitor) recorded three 
hours of daily moderate to vigorous activity. When the same group of students was 15, they only 
averaged 49 minutes per day. The onset of spring might be an opportune time to break this trend! 
 
Wes Alexander  



Student featured in Boston Globe 
 
Hazen student Tyler Molleur was interviewed for the Boston Globe magazine about his weather 
forecasting skills.  Tyler, 15, has been a forecaster for the Hardwick Gazette since 2007 and has 
an impressive accuracy record.  To view the interview use the following link: 
 
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/magazine/articles/2009/03/29/forecast_bright/ 
 
Congratulations Tyler! 
 

Calendar Highlights 
 
Monday – biweekly    Student Council Meeting 
2nd Monday     School Board meeting – 5:30 pm 
 
April 2, 3, 4     NE VT HS Music festival 
April 3      Quarter 3 ends 
April 6      Quarter 4 begins 
April 9      Parent/Teacher conferences 
April 14     Senior Solos concert 
April 16, 17     HS Band Trip 
April 18, 19, 20    New England Drama Festival 
April 20-24     SPRING BREAK 
April 27     Hazen Happenings deadline May issue 
 
May 3-May 8     Close-Up trip 
May 6      AP Exam – Calculus 
May 7, 8, 9     VT All State Music festival 
May 7      AP Exam – English/Literature 
May 8      AP Exam – US History 
May 11     AP Exam – Biology 
May 11-28     NECAP testing – science 
May 12     AP Exam – Chemistry 
May 13     MS Spring concert (8th grade solos) 
May 14     HS Spring Concert and Art Show – 7:00 pm 
May  22     Hazen Happenings deadline June issue 
May 23     Hardwick Spring Festival and parade 
 
June 6      SAT – at Hazen Union 
June 10     4th quarter ends 
June 13     Graduation 
 
 


